F-8-18 Circa 1885
WiTTiam McDonnell House

Mount Pleasant

Private

The William McDonnell House is significant to the community of
Mount PTeasant as a fine frame Carpenter Gothic residence which
has remained relatively unchanged.

In 1867 Ezra Cramer sold to William McDonnell the farm on which
the existing house now is Tlocated. McDonnell lived in the house
until after 1873 as shown by the Titus Atlas of that year. But

by the turn of the century had built the existing Carpenter Gothic
house.

Although the house is a fairly typical example, of particular
interest is the dropped pendant on the front gable, scalloped
dentil trim, and fishscale patterned slate roof.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The William McDonnell House is a two and one-half story Carpenter Gothic
cross gable frame residence which faces south from the north side of Route
26 in the town of Mount Pleasant.

The principal facade is five bays wide. The entire building is covered
with painted German siding. The main entrance, located in the third bay,
js a four panel door with twin upper arched panels flanked by narrow
single light side lights with recessed under paneling and a single light
transom.

Occupying the remaining bays on the first and second levels are one/one
windows with louvered shutters which have been closed shut to cover all
the windows on the second level. A small four pane arched window is
centered in the front gable.

Extending across the entire front of the building, five bays wide, is a
one story frame porch supported by four full and two half boxed wood
columns, set in square wood supports, hipped composite roof with plain
boxed cornice, scalloped frieze and scrolled brackets. A frame tongue
and groove porch is supported by low brick piers.

The main block of the building extends two bays deep with an original two
story two bay wide frame addition extending to the rear of the main block.

Located in the first bay on each level on the east and west gable ends of
the building are one/one windows without shutters. Two small square four
pane windows are located side by side in the top of the gables.

A two story open porch with plain wood columns and railing extends along
the east side of the addition. The north end of the porch on the first
and second level has been closed in with German siding material to match
the remainder of the house in order to accommodate bathrooms.

A four panel door with one 1light transom is located in the first bay on
each level. One/one windows with louvered shutters occupy the remaining
bays on both levels.

The entire building is constructed on a low random stone foundation and is
covered by a fishscale patterned slate roof with original boxed cornice
with return decorated by scalloped dentil work and a small dropped pendant
at the top of each gable. Single corbeled brick chimneys straddle the
gable on the east, west and north ends.

A tin gable roofed vertical plank wagon shed is located to the rear of the
main residence.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The William McDonnell House is significant to the community of Mount
Pleasant as a fine frame Carpenter Gothic residence which has remained
relatively unchanged.

In 1867 Ezra Cramer sold to William McDonnell the farm on which the
existing house now is Tocated.l A house in which Ezra Cramer and
McDonnell later resided was located on the Tot by 1858 as indicated
by the Bond Map.

McDonnell Tived in the house until after 1873 as shown by the Titus
Atlas of that year. But by the turn of the century had built the exist-
ing Carpenter Gothic house.

Upon his death in 1921, the house was sold? and has changed hands six
times until the present owners purchased the property.

A]though the house is a fairly typical example, of particular interest
1s the dropped pendant on the front gable, scalloped dentil trim, and
fishscale patterned slate roof.

lFrederick County Land Records, Liber DSB 1; Folio 147.
2Ibid., Liber 333; Folio 584.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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